
Royal Canoe’s Interview for Amalgame Musical Webzine 
  

-       Hello Royal Canoe ! Could you briefly present yourself for the ones who don’t know 
you? 

  
Hello! We’re a group of musicians from Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada. We make odd pop music.  
  
  

-       Could you tell us about the way you met and how you formed the band? 
 
We’d all been playing in our city’s music scene for sometime and became known by each 

other in our various other projects. We started playing together as a band for our lead 
singer’s side project called Royal Canoe. As we started to write together we realized it 
was the best work we’d all done. We all quit our other bands and focused on Royal 
Canoe.  

  
  

-       How would you describe your music? 
 
I think it’s trying to innovate within the pop genre… which is perhaps a stupid task, but one a 

lot of people take on. I hope that it pushes against the listener, without ever losing its 
reference for catchiness. I don’t like anything that’s not catchy - but sometimes a train 
going by can be catchy - it doesn’t have to be Justin Bieber.  

 
 
-       What are the artists that inspire you, personally and for Royal Canoe’s music? 
 
Anderson .Pack, Tuneyards, Kendrick Lemar, Bibio, James Blake, Outkast, Adult Jazz  

  
  

-       Your new album ‘Something Got Lost Between Here and the Orbit’ was out in 
September. Could you tell us about its writing and recording? 

 
We wrote it over the last couple of years of touring and being album is musically and 

lyrically a reflection of that. away -- years of relationships changing and decaying and 
our relationship with home changing. The  

  
  

-       Is there a track in it that you particularly like? That has a special story? 
 



 
 
My favourite track is “Walk Out On The Water” For me, Walk out on the Water is summed 

up in the first line. “Still got a ticket to play.” It seems sometimes as an artist, or anything 
for that matter, having skill, credentials, and a decent product is just square one. It just 
gets you in the door. It is your ‘ticket to play.’ From that point, there is a whole 
unpredictable party of gambling. Gambling on your dreams, and trying your best to pick 
what's worth sacrificing. It's that ticket, that gambling and occasionally winning, that 
brings one success -- however they define it. Walk Out on the Water is grappling with the 
our tiny measure of success as artists, and musing as to what’s all worth it, if we’re 
making the right choices, betting on the right things. It asks the question “Will I be 
singing Hallelujah?” when this is all over, and answering: "Yes, mostly… I think 

 
  

-       There are also two videos: ‘Somersault’ and ‘Bicycle’. Could you tell us some words 
about their productions? 

 
Somersault was directed by Nathan Boey, and excellent director out of Vancouver, Canada. 

One of the things that really made the video vibrant was the choreography by Kaja Irwin, 
and the beautiful set design by Hannah Doucet, who is an amazing artist. She also did our 
album art. Bicycle was animated by Bill Acheson and Matea Radic who was my old 
roommate, they put so much time and effort into making that video beautiful. In 
Winnipeg it really is a very small town type of city, and we have lovely very talented 
friends who are able to help us out and make our videos succeed in ways we couldn’t 
have imagined.  

  
-       You are Canadian but did you already have the chance to come play in Europe? 
 
Yes we’ve been to Europe twice as a touring band.  

  
  

-       Are there french artists that you particularly like? 
 
Monet - ha, just kidding! Not that we don’t like Monet, but as for musical artists I’d say 

Serge Gainsbourg would be my biggest musical influence from the area.  
 
  

-       We guess that Canada is full of emerging artists. Are there some that you would like us to 
discover? 



 
Begoina / Weaves / Jaunt  

  
-       What are your projects for 2017? 
 
We’re going to tour this record, and make some more material. Some potential collaborations 

to be announced coming soon.  
  
  

-       We like asking the band a quick anecdote, it’s a tradition. Do you have one? 
 
One time we played a party in Hollywood and I took Father John Misty’s drink and 

drunkenly ruined his conversation as he ironically played blackbird while walking 
backward into the sunset.  

  
  

-       The last words are for you: 
 
Fin :) 

  
  
 

https://www.facebook.com/hellobegonia/
https://weaves.bandcamp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thebandjaunt/

